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Chieftain Aaron Buchanan introduced Dr. Arthur Down at 7:34 PM who then made a special 
introduction of our guests from Scotland, Walter Watson, President of The Robert Burns World 
Federation, and his wife Liz Watson. 
 
Tonight’s program was a performance by Heather & Thistle’s Burns Club of “A Night at Poosie 
Nansie”s Inn. 
 
Refreshments were had by members after the performance.  
 
Meeting called to order at 8:55 PM. 
 
Motion to approve December 2004 minutes as published in newsletter made and approved. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Balance of $1,381.50 as of 01-22-05. 
Sunshine: John Stansell passed away on Jan. 11, 2005 at 87 years of age.  Arthur Stansell, son of 
John spoke briefly about his father’s life.  
Membership: 232 members total with 102 family, 53 single, 33 life, 40 exempt, and 4 
complimentary.  
Past Chieftains: No Report. 
Burns Supper: Walter May reports 538 dinners were served at the 52nd Supper.  He apologized for 
the Haggis situation and reports the supplier of the Haggis sent us product that was possibly 
contaminated.  The Chef at the Marriott refused to serve it and the Burns Committee concurred.  
Walter also reported that our Burns Supper had competition for guests due to the Confederate Ball, 
the British Petroleum Burns Supper, and the Inauguration of the President. Walter welcomes any 
comments on the event.  
Publicity :  Two photographers were hired to take digital pictures at the Burns Supper.  
Burns Club: Will be having their Burns Supper on Feb. 19, 2005.  
Newsletter: Editor reports e-mailing about 48 a month and mailing out about 146.  Editor would 
like to get more e-mail addresses.  Spending between $74 and $110 per month to publish and mail.  
Highland Games: This years games should be the weekend May 15.  National Fiddling competition 
again.  
Houston Grampians: Annual general membership meeting will be Feb. 12, 2005.  
Houston Highlanders: Al Campbell reports they will be practicing for next years Burns Supper and 
are still looking for pipers and drummers.  
RSCDS: Moonyeen Weiss reports they enjoyed Saturday night (Burns Supper) and noted some  
people confused their young ladies with the St. Thomas dancers. 
Programs: Cheryl May thanked everyone who helped at the Burns Supper.  Mel Douglas will give 
a presentation on the Houston Highland Games at the February 28, 2005 meeting.  March meeting 
will be installation of new officers.  Jack Hume will perform installation ceremony. Still looking for 
book reviews.  September program on Ireland.  Ed Brodie will present a Halloween program in 
October.  November hope to have RSCDS again to give dance lessons.  
 
Sergeant-At-Arms reports 46 members and 2 guests.  Guests were Liz and Walter Watson.  
 
Guest Walter Watson, President of The Robert Burns World Federation spoke and expressed a huge 
thank you.  Members have entertained them royally.  He spoke of the quality of our Burns Supper.  
He thanked Jack Hume for tonight’s program, which took him back sixty years to when he was a 
small boy watching his parents perform ‘The Jolly Beggars”.  Mr. Watson thanked everyone from 
the bottom of their hearts.  
 
Old Business:  Jack Hume reports he is frustrated about the inaction on the audit of the Burns Bust 
Fundraising effort. 
 
New Business: Jim Monteith made a motion to buy ten more poles for tartans.  We have nine tartans 
without poles.  Motion tabled until costs of poles can be determined.  Mark Monroe has offered to 
make and donate 4 new 7-hole pole stands.  Margaret Reuter spoke about a television series made in 
Scotland named “Hamish MacBeth”.  It is on BBC America Mondays from 6 to 7 PM.  She says it 
is low key and delightful with a cast of real Scottish characters.  Maryann Munroe asked if the 
Society hired the woman who took pictures at the Burns Supper.  Chieftain Buchanan responded 
and advised a man and wife team were hired, the photos were digital and on a CD and will be 
available to buy.  
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